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so well pleased with his new residence and the
worship offered him that he will refrain from
injuring the villagers and their property,
A canopy is erected over the figure. First it is
of bamboo and palm-leaf, but white ants and
monsoon rains soon destroy it; and having had a
good harvest through the kindness of their deity,
who has refrained from being malignant, the
people decide to erect a permanent building of
sun-dried bricks or rough-hewn stone* A wedge-
shaped tower rises above the roof, and thus the
village temple comes into being* The offerings
increase, and the visiting pujari finds it worth his
while to make for himself a permanent residence
behind the shrine. It was thus that the largest
temple in South India had its origin, the Temple of
Srirungam near Trichinopoly. The first enclosure
with its low small building remains, the centre of
a group of halls and courts, tanks and yards that
cover more than seven acres*
Every demon thus honoured is said to be evil,
whether male or female. Its attributes are of a
human character, susceptible to human influences.
The demon requires to be constantly propitiated
by sacrifice, and to be kept in good-humour by
offerings* It loves the smell and taste of blood,